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Revolutionary speeches, orations, &c. 
In pursuance of the plan to collect and publish, and 
thereby preserve, a body of revolutionary speech- 
es and orations, I addressed a respectful letter to 
the venerable President Anams, requesting his 
aid in the unde?{taking—the following are extracts’ 


from his reply: 


“Of all the speeches made in congress, from 1774 
to 1777, inclusive of both vears, not one sentence 
remains, except a few periods of Dr, Witherspoon, 


printed in his works.” 


/ 

“In the Vatican there is a picture of the creation: 
by Raphaclle.—A man is represented darting into, 
chaos, and ouwetting its heterogeneous elements’ 
with his fists, and kicking the Molocules Organiquces, | 


its primordial corpus “cules” into the sublime and 


beautiful order of this universe. 
““My papers are an infinitessimal miniature of Ra- 
phaeile’s chef @ouvre. But I have neither clerk 


: raysel f. 


“Numa buried his papers, and ordered them to 


Se concealed for five hundred years. At the expi- 
ration of that period, the senate ordered them to be, 


burned, as dangerous to religion. ‘That is, to the 


religion of the Phenicians, Persians, Egyptians, In- 


ehans and Scithians, converted by tbe Greeks into! 


pretty, clegant and laughable fables. 
“It is ascrious question, whether Lought to bury 
my papers or burn them You would not publish 


them, and if you should, they would ruin the sale | 


of your Register.” 

“tn plain English and in a few words, Mr. Niles, 1 
gonsiler the true history of the American revolu- 
tion, and of the establishment of our present con- 
Stitutions, as lost forever. And nothing but misre- 
presentations, or partial accounts of it, ever will be 
recovered, 

“Tam, sit, with thanks for your communication, 
your very humble servant, 

JOHN ADAMS. 

Quincy, Jan. Sd, 1817." 


ONE REMARK OV TINK PRECEDING. 


Sentinal 





ment, atid then claim an indemnity for the cosi ef 
the act of dio edience ! 

The aggregate expences incurred by these states 
amount to about a million of dollars. A pretty con- 
siderable sum!—yet we hoped that the people 
thereof, with all possible quiet and se¢recy, wo itd 
jhave put their hands in their pockets to disburse it 
speedily—expecting, by so <loing, to relieve some 
part of the odium that attaches iiself to thei re- 
isistance of the law—much less did we suppose that 
‘hey wouid have provoked an investigation of a 
subject that must result in their injury. Common 
iprudence, we thought, would have dictated the 
cormer, supported as it must be by the conviction 
of every reflecting man, that, though the general 
goverument mizht have the wé// to satisfy these 
‘claims, the naiwral right of things would foi bid ‘ieir 
ipayment. It is impossible that the United States 
‘can make themselves responsible for acts over 





?iwiich they have had no control. 
secretary or umanuensis, to leap in; and my eyes are, : 


too blind and my hands too paralitick, to Jump in! 


The states of EF .ssachusetts and Connecticut re- 
ised the propositions of the geveral government, 
feelingly and affectionately made to defend them; 
‘but were rather disposed to rely upon a sort of 
‘seni-neutrulity for their own proteciion, rejecting the 
‘oifered aid. ‘The British dit not aiwavs appeur dise 
jposed to respect their venutrality, nd o.ce occasion. 
lally detached considerable bodies of silitia io sun- 
idry points of their territory—it is the cos. of these 
that Use United States are rcquesied to pay. 

| ‘Phe llartronn Convention was as much a war 
imeasure us the embodying of the militia of those 
Stutesfor peuce alike discharged the conve. irom 
sand the militia. That convention cost a good deal 
of money—zand I seriously think that Tam as much 
bound to contribute to its expences, as to those 
meurred in calling out the militia under the local 
authorities—for very questionable purposes. On one 
or two occasions, I believe, the governors did give 
up some small portions of their militia to the United 
States: all such were properly mustered and _ paid. 
By the declaration of war, the general govern- 





' 
' 


ment was undoubtediy bound to exert itselftu~ the 
defence of Massachusetts and Connecticut, in com- 
moa with all the rest of the union. This was pro- 


Whilst we are compelled, in a great degree, to; posed to be done in the manner and spirit of the 
accord in the opinion given by Mr. Anams, at the}constitution, which regards the militia, m general, 
close of his letter, however repugnant it is to ourjas the main protection of the republic. The several 
feelings and wishes, we still hope, with due defer. Istates were required to detach and hold in readi- 
ence to that opimion, that much may be coiiccted tojness their several quotas, in the usual mode—there 
shew the form and body of the revolutionary period, | was nothing new in it; it had been practised On s$e- 
and to pourtray the character of some of the leading! veral former occasions. The states, except Massa- 
actors therein. Even these “partial accounts,” in/chusetts and Connecticut, complied, and have been 
the absence of the “true history,” must be acceptable | paid or will be paid for the services of the militia so 
to the people of the republic—and may serve as!detached, as well as for the services of other bo- 
eucons for posterity. idies rendered necessary by the pressure of the mo- 





a | 





4 Claims for militia service. 


Vor, Xf. 








} 


ment, and placed under command of the United 
States. So far did Massachusetts carry her refusal, 


ithat, even when a large part of her territory was in 
, it is really a fact—strange as it may appear, that the actual possession of the enemy, she would not 
ne states of Massachusetts and Connecticut are se-|detach her militia, as required, to dispossess him. 
tously engared to prosecute certain claims against}This has caused many people to believe that her 
the United States for the services of their militia in\leading men had some particular reasons tor keep- 
the lute war! We were not prepared for this—to use! ing their militia to themselves, very different from 
a sheer Yankee phrase, “it bangs every thing’’—j|constitutional scruples; which latter, one might 
Kirst, to disobey the orders of the ceneral govern-’have thought, would have been baid astde for the 
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time being, ina case likethis. Frankiin’s story about 
the heated poker,’’ which is familiar to every body, 
exactly applies to their case. The people of the 
United States would not suffer these men to run the 
poker into them, nor will they pay the cost of heat- 
ing it. Ht is impossiblé that a man or government 
can be bound to pay for services rendered without 





wildest extravagance will not pretend that the 
United States are bound to pay men who not only 
were not, but could not be placed in their service. 


It is of little import to the present argument, whe- 
ther the decision of Sérong and his council was 
right or wrong. The people must meet the conse- 
quences of the folly and wickedness of their go- 


the right of preseribing how those services should) vernment. 


have been-performed. If any other principle be) 
established, there is an end of subordination and | 
right—and every thing like law and order-must 
prostrate before it. 

Much might be said on this subject; for it brings 
to recollection a thousand things that we would wil-| 
lingly forgive, and, perhaps, wish to forget. But) 
why should these men provoke us to a remem- 
brance of their conduct—why uselessly feed and: 
keep alive the general animosity, by proceedings, 
like those against captain Boardman at Hartford, 
and by pretensions so unwarrantable as those which! 
give rise to the preceding remarks? 

The above was designed for last week’s paper— 
sittce then we have seen an excellent article on the 
subject in the Boston Patriot from which we, 
make the following extracts— | 

“A short view of the conduct of the executive 
of the state will place the subject im a elear light. 

A short period previous to the declaration of, 
war, a detachment was made fron: the militia to be. 
held in readiness to march on the order of the pre-| 
sident, whenever their services should be wanted. | 
After war was declared, an order was issued from | 
the war department for a certain part of the de-! 
tached militia to march to various points for the| 
detence of our sea-board. Instead of complying! 
with this order, the governor calied together his) 


council, and by their advice proposed the follow-| 
ing question to the judges of the supreme court :| 

‘Whether the commanders in chief of the militia’ 
of the several states have a right to determine| 
whether any of the exigencies contemplated by! 
the constitution of the United States did exist, so| 
as to require them to place the militia, or any part) 
of it, in the service of the United States, at the re-| 
guest of the president, to be commanded by him | 
pursuant to the acts of eongress’” 

The judges in their reply state, that “it is their, 
opinion, that this right is vested in the commander | 
in chief of the militia of the several states.” | 

The result of this opinion ts, that the constitution | 


has v:.1de it the dutu of the general coverniment to de-| 
a! c o i 





For the civil list, 


Quiequid delirant reges plectuntur Achivi. 


And the rule is as much in force now, as it was at 


fall the siege of Troy.” 





Treasury Estimates for 1816. 
Treasury Department, January 4th, 1817. 
Str—I have the honor to transmit, herewith, for 
the information of the house of representatives, an 
estimate of the appropriations proposed for the ser- 


vice of the year 1817, amounting, in the whole, to 
twelve millions four hundred and fifty-one thousand 


seven hundred and ninety-nine dollars and fifty-se- 
ven cents, viz:— 


1,049,940 06 


For miscellaneous expences, 394,241 65 
For the expences of intercourse with 
foreign nations, $21,333 32 


For the military establishment, includ- 
ing arrearages & Indian department 7,699,625 79 
For the naval establishment, includ- 


ing the marine corps, 2,986,658 75 





12,451,799 57 
The funds out of which the appropriations for the 
year 1817 may be dischasged, are the following:— 
1. The sum of $6,000,600, annually reserved by 
the act of the 4th of August, 1790, out of the 
duties and customs, towards to the expences 

of government. ' 
2. The proceeds of the stamp-duties, and the duty 

on sugar refined within the United States. 

. The surplus which may remain of the customs, 
the direct tax, and the other internal duties, 
after satisfying the payments for which they are 
pledged and appropriated. 

4. Any other unappropriated money which may 
come into the treasury during the year 1817. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your 
most obedient servant, 


oy) 


odie , WM. H. CRAWFORD. 
Lhe hon. the speaker of the house of representatives. 





DETAILS OF EXPENDITURE. 


, } "#) ’ fal > "3 ’ 4 ; hia . ° ” 
fend the country from tuvasion, but has placed in the 1s a detailed list of the public expenditures of the 
. 4 * 


hands of the governors of the states the power to with-| 
jold from it the means of defence’ A proposition | 


which: does not merit even the honor of a confuta-} 
tion. On the authority of this opinion, suéh as it is,’ 
the governor decided that the exigencies did not 


United States has never been published in the W eEK- 
L¥ ReGisver, nor in any other paper that we recol- 
lect io have seen, we have taken the trouble to ab- 
stract the following from the secretary’s statements, 
which, it is believed, tukes in every item that can be of 


exist, and retused to comply with the requisition of}  generadinierest. 


the president.” 
The writer goes on to state, that the governor 
detached three companies to Eastport, and directed 


them to obey the orders of the president—ut | 


| 
we-| 


these were not received by the Uniied States, a 
ing detached without a requisition. Ata later pe-| Ee Clerks, sergeant at arms and door keepers and 


riod, jiowever, the governor, in consequence of a! 


sequisition, detached 1100 men, who were mus-| 


tered and pail by the United States, and they ap. 
pear to be all that were so detached. | 

“he principle (continues the writer) assumed | 
by our executive was, that the United States he 
lu Tight, uncer existing circumstances, to the ser-| 
viees of the militia. If such were the case, it will| 
be admitted that the executive had no right to| 
place them at the disposal of the president. The! 


i Ue 
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a LEGISLATURF. 

| 38 members of the senate, 182 members of the house 
ol represcitatives, and 3 delegates frovn territories. 
at iov0 dullars per aui. (speaker of the house 30°) 
with the amount of travelling expences, seeretary of 
the senate, 3000--clerk of the house, 3000, and all 


assistant door keepers—chapiains fur six mouths, at 
1000 dollars, per annuin, 
Stationary, fuel, printing, &e. for the senate, 12,600 00 
do. do. house, 30,000 00—-42,000 00 
Library of Congress— 
Librarian, 
Contingencies, 


420,850 09 


1000 00 
350 00——1,350 00 
EXECUTIVE. 
The president, 25,000—the vice president, 
Department of State 
The secretary, 
His cierks, messengers, &c. 
Contingent expences tor printing the 
jaws, statiguary, fuel, &e. 


5000—z-~—30,000 00 


5,000 00 
12,010 50 


17,580 00-—34,599 £4 





ees #? Piers 


z 


NILES? 


{reasury Departnent— l 
The secretary, 
His clerks, nessengers, &e, 
The coimptroller, 
His clerks and Messenger, 
Auditor, 
His clerks and messenger, 
‘he treasurer 
His clerks and messenger, 
Coin. of the Beneral land office, 
His clerks and Messviuger, 
Gite Of the revenue, 
iS Clerks and thessenger, 
The Rogister, 
His Clerks, Messenger, Ke, 
Secretary to the cCOMMISSIQnErs of the s} 
Expeness incideit to all the Otlices of 
Tylor printing, record-books and 


tionary articles, translations, facl, &e, . 
atchinei, fire eusines, &e. tur the provisional 


: Security of the records, 
War Department— 
The secretary, 
fis clerks and messengers, 
Contingent eXpences, 
Accountant of War, 
His clerks, Messenger and contingencie 
Additional accouistaut, 


> 4 ° a r 
His clerks, Messenger and contiugencies 12,710 00-—20,710 00 | 


Paymaster-z. neral, 
His chirks and messenger, 
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JUDICIARY, 
5,000 00 Chief Justice, 4,090 00 
11,143 28—-16,143 281 ¢ | assuciate judges, at 3500, 21,000 00-—25,000 oo 
3,500 00 Chief justice District of Columbia, 2,200 00 
15,926 05—~19,426 00 ‘WO associate judges, 4,000 00 
3,000 00 ; | Attorney-general of the U.S. 3,000 00 
17,042 05—-20,042 05 District Judges—Maine | 00; New-Hampshire, 1000; 
3,09, 00 Vermont, B00; Massachusetts, 1600; R. Isia.d, 10003 
5,350 09-——~8,850 00 Connecticut, 1000; New. York, (two judges) 3200; 
3,900 OO New-J. rsvy, 1200; Pennsylvania, 1600; Delaware, “ 
12,360 00—~15,360 00 129 : Maryland, 1600; Virgiuia, 1800; K htucky, 
3,000 00 500; ‘ebbiessee, 1500; Oinio, 1000; North-Carolisa, 
9,410 00—-12,410 00 1500; South-Carolina, 1800; Georgia, 1500; Louisi- 
* 3,000 00 ana, 3000; Iadiana, 1000, 29,800 00 
18,123 00—-21,128 33! District attornies fur the same, at 200 each, except Lou- 
nking fund, 250 00) isiana, at 650, amd Iindiana, at 250, and for the terri- 
the treasu- tories, at 2:0 each, 4,650 og 
other sta- 


19 | Marshals for tie Saine, at 200 each, (except in Massa- 

28,225 " chuserts, Rhiode-Island. Connceticue, New-York, 
" } Pennsylvania. D. ‘laware, Maryiand, Virginia, South- 
1,700 = Carolitiia and G. Orgia, Wherein they do not receive 


j}_ Salaries, and North-Carolina, at i00) 3,200 00 
Rey hn Ineidenta; expences of the judiciary, Juries, &e. &e, 40,090 00 
4.000 00—~24.440 00 oh MISCELLANIES. 
2,000 60 Annuities and grants—To Van Wert, Paulding 
$ 16,585 00—-13,655 09 | and Wilhams, OP. 0P 
2.000 00 J.B. B anhen, 100; J, Traversie. 120; J. 


M Kenzie, 40, 260 00 ———g 5p 00 
| Military Pensions, for annual allowanee to invalids, 100,000 00 
| Mtut—foy Wages OF the work. n Cost of ropaurs, &e, 


2, 509 00 
15,938 00 


Contingencies, 2,600 00-—20,438 00) : and so pilies or fuel and Ssuali articles, og - 
Sup rintendant-general of military sup. hth nt PLe te coin into pee , 

plies, 3,000 00 | Light-hous.- Cstaulishiment—tor ou, salaries to 54 keep- P 
Clerks and Messenger, 7,410 00 Pend, spe oP se sepebus, ae &e. 109,581 65 
Contingencies, i,200 00-~] 1,610 90 | Offic: of elaiins tur property lost— 


Clerks in the office of the comimesary 
purchases, mess, NBer and cooting. i 
Clerks in the office of the adj. and isp 
,, ~~ i the ordnance departinent, 
Naval Depariment— 
The secretary, 
His clerks and messenger, 
Contingencies, 
Accountant of the navy, 
His clerks and Messenger, 
Contingencies, 
Commissioners of the navy board, 
Secretary, 
lerks and Messenver, 
Contingencies, 
General Post-Office— 
The post-master Senera!. 
Doddoen do. 
2nd ditte, 
Clerks and messengers, 
Contingencies, 
LOAN OFFICES. 
New-Hampshire, 650; Massachusetts. 1500; 


‘general of The commission, r 2,900 00 
ea, 4,090 00! _—_ His Clerk aud coutingencies, 1,500 00--—3.500 00 
. general 2,400 09 | Ships’? rr List-rs—tor Carrying dato effet a contract for 5,C00 00 
- 1,009 00, For defray INS the expenes of conveyme the vor-s for 
; | President & view President tu the seat of Sovernment 2,400 00 
4.500 00 | Agents for Clainss and seamen —at London, Pavis, Gu- 
7.435 00 penbagen and the Harue, 2000 each, ° 8,000 09 
2500 00—~14.645 00 For the reli-t aiid Protcction of American seainen, 50,900 00 
2.000 00 , Miseclianeous Caims, not otherwise Provided fur, 4,030 00 
15, 10 00 LANDS, 
1,250 00-—12,380 00 For ascertaining and adjusting Liiles jn Louisiana, 50,000 00 
10,500 00 | Fur surveys in Ohio, Indiana and Michigan, 40,000 00 
2,00) 00 south of the Fennessee, 54,400 VO—~9.4,400 00 
3,710 00 


DIPLOMATIC DEPARTMEN’y. 
2,000 00—-13,210 00 For salaries of Ininisters to London, Paris, St, 


Petersburg, Rio Janeiro, Stockholm, Mad- 
3,000 00 | rid and the Hague, at 9000 e€acis, 63,000 oo 
1,700 00 | Their secretaries, at 2000 each, 14,000 00 
shoe vm Contingencies of those Missions, 10,000 00—~87,000 00 


a daa Contingent eNpences of foreign intercourse, trausiiis. 
RARBARY STATES, 


Rhode-Isi- Consul general at Alziers, 


: : ; : “ 4,000 Qo 
and, 600; Connecticut, 1090; New-York, ‘500; New- Consuls at Morocco, Tunis and Tripali 2000 . . 
Jersey, 700; Pennsylvania, 1500; Delaware, 600; each : 6,000 yo 
Maryland, 10°03 Virginia, 1500; Novth-Carolina, Oech , 000", 
a ‘ ‘ Me ir’ contingent exnen 8 000» 
1000; South-Cavolina, 1000; Georgia, 700, 13,250 00 | Theit psa Peneets, 12,0009 


Clerk hire to the above—C] rks, Mass. 2500; 
‘. ¥. 2500; Penu. 3000; Va, 1000; S. C. 1 

Allowances for clerk hire—N, H. 350; R.I. 
500; Md. 25 , 

Various expences regarding the same, 

SUR\ LYING Dip iRTM 

Surv: yer-general, 

His clerks, 

Surveyor south of the Tennessee, 

His clerks, and conupgencics, 


Commissioner of the public buildings at Washington 


City, 
THE MINT. 
Director, 2900; treasurer, 1200: 
comer, 1500; meijter aud refincr, 1500; 
12u0; Clerk, 700, 


GOVENNME NTS IN THE TER! 
Ahis 7] Sp pi ic— 
Governor and sup. of Indian affairs, 
Five Judges at 1200 
‘Secretary : 
Contingeicies, 
LUinvis— 
Governor and sup. of Indjan alFaigs, 
Three Judges, at 1,200 
Secretary, 
Contingcucies, 
Missouri 
Governor and sup. of Indian afiirs 
Four Judges, at 1 -00, 
ecretary, 
Contingencies, 
Nichizgan— 
Governor and SU» of Indian atairs, 
Lhree judges, at 1200, 
Secretary, 
Cgntingencies, 


, 


» USsayer, 1500; ehjef 
) 


Con. 800: Contingent to an iutercourse with those pow- 7 : 
0a, 10,800 05, &TS 59,009 00-—72.000 gg 
400; N.J. BOUNDARIES, 
1,300 0°) Salaries to the three COM Missioners tinder the 


3,115 22) the treaty of Ghent,-at 4444 44 each, 13,333 32 


ENT. | Salaries to three afents, 9,020 co 
00 three surveyors, 6,090 09 : 
a 00 3.200 00 Comingent expences, 6,000 00—-34,333 32 
2.000 09 , Cy Military and Naval—hereafter, 
ay U 4 | ~ 
1,200 00-—~3.200 00 a 





2,000 00 | Public Lande 


' 
; 


}(N SENATE OF ‘itr USTTED STATES, JaNuany 9, 1817. 
9,690 oo! The committee on the public lands who were jn- 
siructed, by a resolution of the 25th uit., 


mgquire into the expediency of authorizing, by 


- 


&. 


engraver, 


t(rTORIEs, 


2,000 on ; daw, an exchange of territory with any of the 
0.000 60 | Indian tribes.” 
1,000 00 


$50 CO—9,350 09, REPORT 
That from a view of the Proceedings of govern. 


2 0 = ps ° , . . . 
Sao a iment, relative to the extinguishment Of Indian title, 
1,000 00 'and the settlement of Vacant lands, jt appears to 


360 C0-——6,850 00} have been a policy early adopted, that new Settle. 


2070 00 iments, which became necessary from the increase 
. i . a. - i . . 
4,800 009 iof Population, should be formed on the adjoining 
1,000 00 ' ; 


' r. ‘ Q eres *@r «< *s eon « ve ? . . fT vs 
360 00—¥,159 go| Vacant territory, and proceed by are yusar advance, 
;80 4S to preserve always x Compact population on 


sie lthe frontier, ‘Anterior to the revolution that policy 
on pa ‘seems to haye been pursued. The proclamation 


350 M—.-5.950 co of the king: of Great Britain of the 7th of October, 
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3763, prohibited settlements being made on the| 


tndian territory, and the purchase of their lands by 
unauthorized persons. It also restricted the grants 
fir new lands to ceriain defined limits. 

The first ordinances of the congress, under the 
eonfcucration, for disposing of the public lands, 
were formed on the same principles of policy. But 


circumstanees, rot originating in the measures of 


our government, imposed the necessity of a depar- 
tuve from the system first adopted. Several settle- 
nents, distant from the mass of population, and 


detached from exch other, were embraced by the} 


houndaries of the United States, as established by 
the treaty of 1783. ‘These settlements had been 
early formed under the government of France, and 
the mhabitants had from thenee derived title lands, 
which were recognised as valid, and as citizens 
they had a just claim to defence and protection. 
The most easy and certain measure for their secu- 
rity, and to afford them defence, was the inerease 
of their population. ‘Fhe ladian title to the adjoin. 
ing lands was extinguished, and these separate set- 
tiements extended, while extensive intervening ter- 
ritory lay vacant, still subject to the claim of Indian 
title. The acquisition of Louisiana by the treaty 
of 1803, has still more increased the irregularity of 
the frontier boundary, and added to: the number of 
distant and detached settlements. 

‘rhe evils and convenience resulting from the 
irregular form of the frontier are manifest. While 
separate settlements, or such as project, with a 
narrow front, far into the Indian country, are 
formed, the causes of provocation to hostility with 
the Indian tribes are multiplied, and at the same 
time the means of protection and defence propor- 
tionally diminished. Where so many assartlable 
fronts are presented to an enemy the expence 
wou! be incalculable; and, indeed, no force with. 
in the means of government can be adequate to af- 
ford compicie protestion. 

Pie poesent irrcgular from of the frontier, deep- 
ly indented by tracts of Indian territory, presents 
an exended boundary on which intercourse its 
Miainiained between the citizen and the savage, the 
eficct of which on the moral habits of both is not 
unworthy apengert It is an intercourse by which 
the cividize¥l man cannot be impreved, and by 
Which, there is ground to believe, tiie Savage Is 
depeaved—not being sufficiently enlightened to re. 
ceive a favourable impression from the virtues of 
civi ization, while he is exposed to the contagio: 
ofits vices. 

‘he committee are of opinion that the proposi- 
Lich, contained iu the resolution on which they are 
Instructed to report, is better calculated to remedy 
the incoivenience and remove the evils arising out 


| 


of the present state of the frontier setilements, 
than any other within the power of the govern- 
meut. ‘Che remeval of the Indian tribes from then 


1 


i dV 


lauds surrounded and contiguous to our set- 
tlements, will give place to a compiuct population, 
end give strength to the means of national defence 
Suis, however, can only take place with the vo- 
Inatary consent of those tribes, and must be ef 
fecicd by negocistion and treaty in the usual manner. 

These tribes have been recognised so far as in- 
dependent communicies, as to become parties to 
r gties with us, and to have a right to govern 


i: cniscives without being subject to the laws of 


thc United States; and their right to remain in 
} ossession of the lands they occupy, and to sell 
when they please, has been always acknow- 


L.cin 
Whether any legislative aid (beyond that 


ledyed. 


of app. epriation ef money) is necessary for forming 


treaties for exchange of territory with the Indian 
tribes, is questionable. ‘The grant of power te 
make treaties is undefined by the constitution; it 
has been considered to extend to all subjec!s pro- 
per for treaty.regulation with other independent 
states, except the cases in which the special grant 
of power to other branches of the government, may 
operate as a restriction to its exercise. The ques- 
tion as to the power of alienating any portion of 
the public domain, by treaty or otherwise, is not 
invoived in the present case. 

Fhe contemplated exchange is no other than a 
transfer of the Indian ri¢ht of possession from one 
portion of the public domain to another. This 
transfer cannot be made without the agreement of 
a community independent of our laws, hence it 
only can be effected by a treaty with them. ‘The 
iIncompetency of the treaty-making power to act 
in the proposed case, without a legislative autho- 
rization is inferred from the power granted to con- 
gress “to dispose of and muke all needful rules 
and regulations respecting the territory or other 
property belonging to the United States.” It is 
probable, that viewing this provision as fixing a 
limit to the power of making treaties for an ex. 
change of territory with Indian tribes, a former 
congress did, by law, authorize the president to 
stipulate with the tribes residing east of the Mis- 
sissippi for an exchange of iands, the property of 
the United States, on the west side of that river. 
That law remains yet in force, except the appro- 
priation provided by it, whieh must have passed 
to the surplus fund. No other iegislative provi- 
sion appears necessary on the subject of the reso- 
lution, but an appropriation of such sum of money 
as will enable the president to carry into effect 
jthe provisions of the former law, and form treaties 
with the other tribe for that purpose. The com- 
mittee have not the means for ascertainine the 





7 . . . . 
quantity of lands to which the Indian title is extin- 


guished, west of the Mississippi, that may be ap- 
propriated for the residenee of tribes who may 
consent to remove; but, u is believed, there will 
-be a deficieney, should several tribes give their con- 
sent, after a proper reservation is made for settle- 
ments i that quarter. In estimating the appro- 
priation to be made, the expence of negociations 
with the tribes west of Mississippi, for lands to be 
apphed for the purpose in view, must be taken in- 
to consideration. From the foregoing, the com- 
Inittee respcetfully subi.t. the following resoiution: 
Resolved, Vhst an appropriation be made by law, 
to enable the president of the United States to. 
negociate treaties with the Indian tribes; which 
treaties siull have, for their object, an exchange 
of territory owned by any tribe residing east of the 
Mississippi, for other land west of that river. 





_ te 
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Mini of the United States. 
Abstract of the directors’ report—January 1, 1817. 

During the last year, 67,155 silver pieces were 
comed, in value $25,475 75. and 2,828,982 copper 
pieces, in value $28,209 23. 

It is expected that the coinage for the next year 
will be much greater, a considerable quantity of 
‘bullion being deposited for the purpose—and ar- 
rangement: have been made for better supplies of 
copper. Asteam engine is substituted for the horse- 
power heretofore employed. 

The cust cf the mimt, in salaries to officers and 
clerks, pay of laborers, and incidental and contin- 
gent expences fer the vear 1316, amounted te 
$18,242 
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Post-Office Department. 


The following estimate shews the gradual progress 
of the post-office department in the United States, 
from 1793 to 1816, inclusive. 
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Chesapeake and Delaware Canal. 
IN SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES. 
Memorial of the directors of the Chesapeake and 
Delaware Canal company. 

Jan. 9, 1817.—Read and ordered to be printed. 
To the honorable the senate and house of representatives 
of the United States, in congress assembied. 
The memorial of the subscribers, directors of the 

Chesapeake and Delaware canal company, on be- 

half of that company, 

RESPECTFULLY SHO WETH— 

That the president and directors of the Cheasa. 
peake and Delaware canal company have, at several 
times, heretofore presented memorials to congress 
praying for its aid. 

In these memorials the most ample information 
was given of the importance of the canal, its prac- 
ticability, and the measures taken to carry it into 
effect: referring to them, your memorialists feel it 
unnecessary to swell this application with a repeti- 
tion of facts often set forth and universally acknow- 
ledged; they confine themselves therefore at pre- 
sent to lay before congress such prominent features 
in their case as the occasion demands. 

It is well known that after the importance of open- 
ing the communication between the Chesapeake and 
Delaware had excited the attention of the most in 
telligent men of the country, for more than half a 
century, it was begun with enthusiasm, and success- 
fully prosecuted for more than two years, during 
which all the preliminary operations where com- 
pleted, and considerable progress made in cutting 
the canal itself; but at the expiration of this time it 
became absolutely necessary to suspend it, from no 
other cause then the failure of funds, arising from 
the neglect of the stockholders to pay up their sub- 
scriptions. The causes of this neglect were fully 
explained to congress: they were, in fact, no other 
than that in a country, where moneyed capital was 





in request for a thousand uses, which yielded an im- 


mediate and ample return; the patience of the 
public was not adequate to support an undertaking 
where reimbursement could not be expected for 
some years, though certain in the end; and your 
memorialists expressed their convictions, founded 
on experience, that neither this nor any similar risk 
conld succeed in the United States, unless the :ro- 
verament would patronize and assist the efforts of 
idividuals until at least one work was carried into 
successful operation. 

It will be seen that all reasonable means were 
used, to compel the payment of the subscriptions, 
but leg»l remedies would net produce funds with 
the celerity necessary to pay workmen, and continue 
their operations: the directors Wad no aliernative 
therefore, but to suspend them, or to involve numer- 


jous individuals in distress: some debts were una- 


voidable left unpaid, but they are of no important 
amount: the most economical Cisposal was made of 
the tools and perishable property of the company, 
and the works left in such a state that they may be 
repaired at little expence, when the operations are 
resumed. 

Your memorialists having repeatedly presented 
these circumstances, and received no pubiic sid, 
have been compelled to wait until some hanpier aus- 
pices might enable them to revive a work, promising 
the utmost public advantage, and these they now 
hope to experience, from the present disposition of 
the national legislature: afier the termination of 
war, the glory of the aris naturally excites the en- 
terprise of a f-ce people, and your memorialists 
think they perceive in the acts of the late sessjon 
of congress a spirit to foster them: they feel em- 
boldened therefore to press their interests upon iis 
attention and that it would be a dereliction of their 
duty to omit it. 

Your memorialists perceive the general measures 
adopted by congress, in favour of roads and canals, 
upon which sabyject they caunot but feel a hope that 
after the subject has been recommended by the ex- 
ecutive daparement, and its importance acknow- 
ledged in every session for many years, some mag- 
nanimous instance will be adopted actually to bestow 
its benetits upon the country, especially as there is 
no way ia Which the money of the public can be ex- 
pended more essentially to its advantage; a fact 
which is proved by the example of ail the uations, 
with whom we are acquainted, who in this respect 
have engaged in a rivalship with each other, to 
which the United States alone cannot fail to be a 
party. 

Whilst the utility of all undertakings of the kind 
in question must be universally admitted the speci- 
fic adoption of some precise objecis seem essential 
to render their advantages effectual: amid the nu- 
merous improvements which the vast area of our 
country presents to view, it 1s obvious that all can- 
not be undertaken at once: many are not matured, 
some are in disir.cts which do not possess a popu- 
lation to support them, and others can as yet obtain 
no individual aid to that which the government may 
give them: so that some precedence must be ad- 
mitted for the benefit of all, since one brief and 
useful work, carried into complete and successful 
operation, will surely lead on the rest, while nume- 
rous undertakings pressed on together, will only 
render each other abortive. 

In this situation your memorialists solicit the 
particular attention of congress to the following 
brief statement of the features and merit of the 
work they represent, which they conceive has aa 
important claim on the patronage of ‘he public. 
Ist. The utility of epening the sommunication 
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between the Chesapeake and Dela «. we, vias been 
admi:ted by all intelligent men, ever since tie set-. 
tlement of thacountry, and if ever this utility want- 
ed confirmation it received it during the late war; 
wh: ‘ns by. its means, a most important line of com- 
munication and defence might have been formed 
an‘! made. 

2d. The more extensive inland navigation from 
New-England to Georgia his been ofien contem- 
plated, and it is obvious that if executed, as no 
doubt it may be, it must be done on the outset by 
onening the two great links between the Chesa- 
peake, Delaware and Rariton. 

srd. The present canal forms the first of these 
Jinks, and it is already begun; the preliminary ope- 
rations to organize a company, to make the neces 
Sary survey, and to commence a work of this kind 
are always attended with difficulty, delay and ex. 
pence— hese have all been accomplished in the 
present work, as none ever received a more rigid 
Investigation by the ablest engineers in the United 
States. 

4th. There never was, perhaps, a canal in which 
the two great requisites for its perfection were so 
well united as in the present one, viz. a most abun- 
dant supply of water and the easiest soil for execu- 
tion, as in the whole area of its route it presents 
scarce a single rock, or sione, or other natural ob- 
stacle. In fact, from the shortness of the distance 
and the ense of its nh 5 pagal it would almost imme- 
diately present to us that object which is so desir 
able of an actual successful experiment. 

5th. From the immense coasting trade of the Che- 
saprake and Delaware, the revenue upon it would 
be ‘o immediate and important, as in the higiest 
degree to confirm the confidence of the countiy in 
such undertakings. 


6th. A part of it is already well executed, and 
that part is at once the most difficult in the whole 


route, and the most essential in the prosecution of! 


the rest; if briefly revived, what has been done will 
be restored at little expence; but, it is obvious, if 
long neglected it must be altogether lost. 

7h. Very considerable funds are already in 
such a state as to depend on the measures of con-, 


‘nent, because they are of the greatest advantage 
the people. 
KENSEY JOHNS, President. 
JOSHUA GILPIN, 
JAMES C. FISHER. 


On a remission of Duties. + 


Retort of the committee of waus and means on the 
petition ¢ of Charles H. Saunders and Manuel Judah. 
January 2, 1817.— Read and ordered to lie on the 
table, 

The committee of ways and means, to whom has 
been referred the petition of Charles H. Saunders 
and Monnel Judah, 

REPORT— 

That it is the object of the petition to precure a 
remission or repayment of duties, which the peti- 
tioners have either secured or naid to the govern. 
ment, on account of spirits distill d within the 








Unit ed States. The ground of their cisim is, the 
destruction of these articles hy fire. 
The principle involved in this claim will, proba- 


bly, materially affect the decision of many tis ions 
which have been referred to the committee, and 
they have supposed that this consideration required 
that they should examine the subject with the ot- 
most attention, and would excuse. ba 








them for exnlisine 

ing their views more fully, in their report, than they 
have usually done in cases of private petitions. 

The duties in quession, itke all indirect taxes, 

are considered bv the petitioners us intended to 

fall upon consumption. Though pai on the im- 

partation or manufacture of the ne they are 


designed only to operate as deductions from the 
income of the last Porehasey=; ‘he consumer. But 
where the article is destroyed, to make him pay the 
whale, who it was not calcula ted, either by the go- 
verament or himself, should pay any part, seems 
the more unreason.bie as the Joss makes an open- 
jing in the market for the same article, so that the 
‘government, without injury to the merchant, may 
ireceive its fair contribution, proportioned to the 

and resources of the country, and 


ee 





const pion 
equal to what it would have been if the first ‘article 


Bress to bring them into full operation. If, by their; ‘had not been destroyed. 


puironage, confidence in tle prosecution of the work | 


as revived, the subscriptions already existing, to 
the amount of four hundred thousand dollars, will 
be obtained, as the shares on which partial pay- 
ments have been mace, will become valuable pledges 
for the sums due. Besises w hich, the sate of Ma- 
ryland has passed a conditional law to subscribe 
two hundred and fifty shares, ($50,000, )—the state 
of Pennsylvania, to subscribe three hundred and 
seventy shares (§75,000,) upon the condition that 
the United States shall subscribe seven hundred and 
fifty shares, ($150, 000,) and the state of Delaware 
one hundred shares, ($29, 000.) The subscription | 
of congress, therefore, will organize the rest, and 


bring into effec! funds amply sufficient for execut-|m 


ing the wiioe work. 

Under thesé€ circumstances your memorialists can- 
not bui hope for the aid of the national legislature: 
¥f this canal had never been begun it would now 
cha — attention: among the-first national objects 
‘of the kind: but commenced as it has been, and 
provided with the means of procedure, depending 
upon one contingency alone, it challenges attention 
by every consideration’ which can arise from the 
propriety of restoring confidence, animating the 


Priitude of individuals, “and giving the lead and 
direc'ion to those public werks which in all ages 
and countries, do the utmost honor to the govern- 


Such are the arguments which may be employ ed 
in favor of the relief which is asked. ‘The commit- 
tee feel that in many causes such relief cannot be 
denied without much pain; but they think that it 
cannot be granted without imprudence. 

I: is not denied, that there would be some ad- 

vantage in so laying the duty upon consumable ar- 
ticles ‘that rover iment should receive its contr’ Due 
tion when he who buys for consumption makes his 
purchase. The duty would, in this way, add less to 
the price of the article and nothing to the risk of 
mercantile operations. But it could be enforced 





only by a system of excise, so rigorous and exten- 
sive that our attachment to civil liberty would 
ake us reject it, mdependently of the difficulties 
which the sparse population of the country would 
oppose to its execution. Duties, then, upon con- 
sumable articles, must be imposed upon ‘heir im- 
portation or manufacture, and the holder of them, 
upon paying the duty, finds their value as really 
enhanced as it would be by any equa! expenditure 
for their security or transportation. Is it unjust that 
his whole property in the article, when enhanced 
in’ value, should be liable to tlie same dangers that 
it was before? That the money paid for its purchase, 
or for the duty upon it, should be sacrificed, either 
by the want of vigilance, which might have pre- 
vented its loss, or of prudence which might have 
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secured the indemnity which the practice of insu- 
rance affords? The owner of the articles has its cus. 
tody—its disposition—the power of insuring it.— 
The committee do not think that there is, in the 


the period at which the pay accrued, and subject 
to the requisition of the secretary of war, for that 
purpose. Whatever surplus may have, heretofore, 
accrued under this head, has been absorbed by the 


rule which throws the loss of the money paid for} payments to the large bodies of militia, which were 
duties as well as the purchase money upon the hol-/ called into the service of the United States, during 
der, an injustice which obliges the legislature to}the war. If it is deemed advisable to make the 


abandon it, at the hazard of encouraging such ex- 
tensive frauds upon the revenue as a rigorous sys- 
tem of excise could alone repress. 

If, indeed, the destruction of ‘any article of mer- 
chandise in possession of the importer or manufac- 
turer, on which duty has been paid, gives to him 
a claim to its repayment, every purchaser of simi 


appropriation for the pay of the army, strictly ap- 
plicable, in practice, to the discharge of the pay 
that may accrue within the year for which it is ap- 
propriated, I would recommend, that the paymas- 
ter furnish a statement, to be laid before congress, 
annually, in the month of January, exhibiting the 
amount paid by him, within the preceeding year, 


lar merchandise for consumption or speculation,}to the paymasters of each regiment and corps of 


having paid the same duty, in the shape of an en- 
hanced price of the article, has the same substan- 
tial claim wpon the justice of the government. 

It may be proper to remark, that congress have 
hitherto shown great unwillingness to relax the ruie; 
the necessity of which the committee have endea- 
vored to support. Applications of the same nature 
as that which is the subject of this report have, pro- 
bably, been numerous in every session. Bunt a few 
instances of the remission of tonnage duty, where 
foreign vessels have been forced into our ports, two 
eases of remission of duties on the ground of pecu- 
liar misfortunes, (a power given to the secretary of 
the treasury to remit unequal duties payable under 
a law which the same act suspends,) and the remis- 
sion of duties on tea in the custody (as the act ex- 
presses it,) of the government—these are the only 
cases known to the committee in which the govern- 
ment has remitted the duties which have accrued 
to it. 

In a few instances a prolongation of the credit 
upon revenue bonds has been accorded in cases of 
general calamity. 

The committee recommend to the house a reso- 
lution— 

That the prayer of the petitioners ought not to 
be granted. 





Military Estimates. 

Letter from the acting secretary of war to the chair- 
man of the committee of ways and means, enclosing 
detatled statements on which are founded the esti- 
mates for the expences of the year 1817, including 
arrearages.—Jannary 6,1817. Ordered to lie on the 
table and to be printed. 

Department of war, 4th January, 1817. 

Sirn—Ia compliance with your request, I enclose 
the detailed statements marked No. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 4, 
7, 8, 9, on which were founded the estimates of the 
army of the United States, for the year 1817, in. 
cluding arrearages. 

The statement No. 1, is a copy of the general es- 
timate furnished the secretary of the treasury, on 
the 5th of December last, and contains a detailed 
estimate of the pay of the army, the subsistence of, 
and forage for, the officers, and for the clothing of 
the officers’ servants. ‘The amount of this detailed 
estimate, must be considered as an appropriation 
permanently required, so long as the present peace 
establishment is. kept up, under the existing laws. 
It is, however, observable, that the estjmate is 
founded on the presumption, that all the regiments 
and corps are complete, as to officers, non-commis- 
sioned officers and privates; that is generally the 
fact as to the officers, but not as to the men; the 
result of which ought to be an annual surplus of the 
appropriation for pay of the army. This surplus 


the army, together with the amount of individual 
payments made at this office; showing, also, the 
time to which each corps and regiment had been 
paid; the balance remaining in the hands of the se- 
veral paymasters, and the periods to which each of 
them, respectively, had settled their accounts. Such 
a regniation will, probably; produce a practicable 
compliance with the injunctions of the fourth sec- 
tion of the law, passed the 24th of March, 1816, 
establishing the general staff. It will exhibit the 
surplus of pay remaining unexpended on the 31st 
of December, annually, which surplus may be em- 
braced in the next annual appropriation. 


The paymuster-general, and the respective regi- 


mental and battalion paymasters should refund, 
through the accounting officers of the treasury, pre- 


vious to the Ist day of July, annually, to the credit 
of arrearages of pay of the army, forage, subsistence 
and clothing of servants of the officers, subject to 
the requisition of the secretary of war, all sums 
which may have been placed in their hands, for the 
payment of the troops for the preceding year, and 
for which amount they slrould have credit with the 
accountant of the war department. Sums thus re- 
funded, will constitute a fund out of which will be 
paid, by the accountant of the war department, the 
claims for arrears of pav, due to the representatives 
of sueh officers and soldiers as have died in service, 
and also of the officers and soldiers in service, who, 
from unavoidable causes, have not been paid by the 
paymasters within the periods prescribed for such 
payment. With respect to the arrearagres of pay, 
it was not supposed, that the estimate for 1816, 
large as it was, would be sufficient for the discharge 
of all the claims on that account; it was believed, 
however, that it would be adequate to the payment 
of such claims as would be ascertained and settled 
within that year; to which object it has been com- 
petent. The one now submitted, although not found- 
ed on any certain data, it is hoped, will meet all 
claims for arrearages under that head of appropri- 
ations. The item of three hundred theusand dol- 
lars is for that sum deposited in 1815, by the go- 
vernor of Pennsylvania, in bank, to the credit of the 
paymaster-general, for the payment of the militia 
of that state, which were in the servéce of the 
United States at the close of the war, and has been 
applied to that object, and should be included in 
the appropriation for arrearages of pay. It was ngt 
included in the estimate for last year, because it 
was to be reimbursed at aay time withia two years, 
and because it was not known at the time when that 
estimate was made, that the treasury would have 
been so entirely competent, to mect the very large 
demands which have been made upon it, within tae 
last year. 

No. 2, is the estimate for the stubsistenc? of the 
non-commissioned officers and privates of the army 





has been considered at the treasury, as a general 
fund for the pay of the army, without reference to 





This, also, may be considered as a permanent ap- 
propriation. The estimate fer arrearages for the 
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dollars. The payment of interest on bills draw, 
on the department of war, which were accepied 
and not paid, for the want of funds, during the 
war, and the payment for transportation, which 
had been allowed to militia officers from the place 
of discharge to their places of residence, has in- 
No. 3, is the estimate for clothing, and will re-) creased, and will continue for the present year to 
quire a permanent appropriation. increase, the expenditure under this head of appro- 
No. 4, is the estimate for the quarter-master’s | priation. 
department for the northern division of the army.| The expences of the Indian department have been 
When the general estimate for the treasury was!estimated at two hundred thousand dollars; it is, 
made out, no return had been received {om anyjhowever, recommended that the estimate should 
of the quarter-masters, except colonel Linnard, of{be increased, so as to make a permanent annual 
Philadelphia, wha estimated the expences within jiappropriation for this object, of two hundred and 
the fourth military department, at fifty thousand | fifty thousand dollars, at least. The circumscribed 
dollars, which was taken as the average expence of} limits of most of the Indian tribes, cast of the Mis- 
the nine military departments; since which the ac-|sissippi and Mlinois rivers, having rendered their 
companying estimate has been received; fram which dependence upon the chase for subsistence more 


it would seem to be necessary to increasethe amount} precarious, has produced a more frequent inter- 
of the appropriation under that head; and, it is be-| course between those Indians and the agents of the 
li ved, that a permanent annual appropriation for; United States, and a consequent increase of the 
that object, of five hundred thousand dollars, will) issue of rations, and of presents to them. Governor 


be required, and a temporary appropriation for se-'Cass has stated that the Indians who visit the 


last year, under this head of the appropriations, has 
poved to be deficient; and the sum now estimated 
for, is to discharge the claims which have been 
ascertained, and those which will probxbly beeome 
due, on the final settlement of the accounts of the 
several contractors. 








° +o 


veval years, on account of arreareges, The appro-;scveral agencies under his superintendence, will, 
pri tions made last year for the current expences) probably, require an annual issue of three hundred 
av] for arrearages, have not been adequate to the and sixty-five thousand rations, and of presents to 
object of meeting the claims which could be settled to the amount of 40,400 dollars. An enlightened 
within the year. This deficit, as well as an increased! government should not fail to take measures, how- 
annual expenditure, may, in same measure, be ever slow they may be in their effects, to induce 
attributed to the establishment of new posts, the;and to enable these people to improve their situa- 
erection of extensive barracks for the troops, and!tions by agricultural pursuits, 
an allowance of fifteen cents a day, (which is paid: Agreeable to your request, | now transmit a ge- 
out of the appropriation for the quarter-master’s;nerl statement, (marked A.) of the military expen. 
department,) to the troops employed in opening/ditures for the first thrce quarters of 1816. ‘Tlie 
military roads and other extra service. ‘balance then remaining unexpended has been re- 
No. 5.—Bounties and premiums. This may be} duced, on the 31st of December, to $855,404; up- 
considered as a permanent appropriation; as the} wards of $600,000 of which is on account of forti- 
enlistments are for five years, one fifth of the men) fications. You will, therefore, readily perceive the 
may be considered as annually entiticd to discharge, | necessity of an in.mediate appropriation, at least 
and a consequent necessity of recruiting an equal | for the arrearage required, and, ‘also, for a partial 
number. appropriation for subsistence, for the year 1817.— 
No 6, is a detaiied estimate of the appropria-, The contracts for the year have been generally en- 
tions required for the ordnance department, far | 
the year 1817, as furnished by the head of that; the usual advance. 
department, with the deductions which have been; By a reference to the statement marked 
made at the war department. It is believed, that |it will appear, that a small sum has been drawn on 
the necessary supply of urms, accoutrements, and ‘account of the Indian department, more than was 
the munitions of war, and the erection of proper /2ppropriated for that department; although the 
arsenals and magazines for the deposite and safe|money bas been drawn by warrants on the trea- 
keeping of tiem, will require an annual appropria-|surer chargeable to that departinent, it has not been 
tion for several years, of not less than twelve hun-jactually expended on that account. About the 
dred thousand dollars. } _ {close of the war, large quantities of goods were 
No. 7, is an estimate submitted by general Swift,|purchased on account of the Jndian department, and 
for the expences incident to the military academy,/forwarded to the agents for the purpose of equip- 
and for fortifications, in addition to the estimates}ping a body of Indians to co-operate with general 
finished by him last year. ‘The amount required | Jackson; these goods were not delivered, at the pe- 
for fortifications as stated in the general estimate, /riod of the peace, when orders were issued to the 
marked No. 1, is founded onthe estimate on which jagents, to apply them to the discharge of Indian 
tl:e appropriation for the last year was made; which | annuities, which was done; and on the settlement 
sum, with the unexpended balance of that appro-|of the accounts of the several agents, the appro- 
priation, is presumed to be adequate to meet any|/priation for Indian annuities will be charged with, 
disbursements that can be advantageously made onjand that of the Indian department credited by, the 
account of fortifications for the present year. An/amount, which will meet the arrearages for the In- 
appropriation for fortifications, to an equal amount,| dian department for 1816, All annuities due to the 
will be required for fiye years at least; and if an|indians, including those for 1816, have been placed 
attempt shoukl be made to fortify the Chesapeake |in the hands of the several agents, and it is be- 
bay, 2n increased appropriation, and fora much! lieved that they have been distributed to the se- 
longer period, will be required. veral tribes, except a portion of the Creck annuity, 
No. 8.—Medical and Hospital department.—This | which was in the hands of colonel Hawkins at his 
is a permanent appropriation; but the estimate may | death. , 
be reduced to sixty thousand dollars. In answer to your inquiry relative to the blend- 
No. 9.—Cé6ntingencies. The estimate for the hing of the appropriations for pay and clothing. of 
permanent appropriation for this object, may be;the army, I beg leave to state, that the accounts 
secuced atjer the present year te sixty thousand! under cach of those heads of appropriation are, ang 











tered into, and the contractors are now Waiting for 
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your obedient servant, 
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will continue to be, kept distinct. The note at-. 
tached to the joint report from the heads of depart- | 
ments, had reference merely to the propriety, un- 
der the existing regulations, of assigning to the 
same accounting office, the settlement of all ac- 
counts relative to pay and clothing of the army, 
and which, previous to the year 1798, were settled 
by different officers. The regulations on the sub- 
ject of clothing are detailed in pages 107, 144, and| 
154 of the rules and regulations of the army, a co-! 
py of which is forwarded, and to which I beg leave 
to refer you. The operation of theregulations will 
he, to pay money to the soldier in lieu of clothing, 
jn those cases where ne does not draw the full) 
amount of clothing, and to deduct from his pay the 
amount of clothing which he may draw over and 
above that allowed him by the regulations; but on 
the settlement of the paymaster’s account, the se- 
veral amounts will be charged or credited, as the 
case may be, to the respective and distinct appro- 
priation of pay and clothing for the army. 
tepretting that those details, and want of time 
to condense them, has made this communication so) 
long, | 
I remain, with great respect, &c. 
GEO. GRAHAM, | 
Acting secretary of war. 
The honorable William Lowndes, 
chairman of the committee of 
ways and means. 
P. 8. In addition to the appropriations herein-' 
mentioned, one will be required of, at least, one! 
mi!lion of doilars, for the discharge of state claims | 
on account of the expences of the militia when int 
the service of the United States. A detailed esti- 
mate of these claims will be furnished the commit- 
tee of ways and means, as soon as the amount yet! 
giaimed by the slate of Virgini , is ascertained. | 




















Military Bounty Lands. 


Treasury departinent, 30th Dec. 1816. 
Sin,—In obedience to the resolution of the senate! 
of the 27th instant, I have the honour to transinit | 
the enclosed letter from the commissioner of the. 
general land office, from which it will appear, that 
these military surveys are expected to be comp): ted , 
by the first day of May, 1817. 
I have the honour te be your most obedient and | 
gery humble servant, 





WM.H. CRAWFORD | 
Hon, John Gaillard, president af the senate, pro tem. 
General land office, 3Uth Dec. 1816, 


S1n,—The resolution of the senate of 27th instant, | 
reguesting information concerning the progress | 
made in surveying military bounty lands, has been. 
received; in consequence thereof, I state that the | 
surveyor of the territories of Illinois and Missouri, | 
in a letter dated 25th ult. informed me that he con. | 
fidently anticipates the completion of the surveys | 
of all the military bounty lands in May next: he did | 
Not state the progress already made in surveying 
the several tracts. 

I have the honor to be, most respectfully, sir, | 


JOSIAH MEIGS. 
Hon. Wm. H. Crawford, secretary of the treasury. 








Appropriations for the Navy. 


A “letter from the secretary of the navy, trans- | 
Mitting a statement of monies transferred during | 
the las: »ecess of congress, from sundry specific ap- ! 
Propriations to other specific appropriations, by thé! 


SS eee 


| Statement of monies collected for the relief of sick 


authority of the president of the United States,” 
was laid before the house of representatives on the 
3rd inst. from which it appears— 
135,000% were transferred from floating battes 
ries and navy yards, to seventy-fours and frigates, 
150,000% from navy yards to contingent expences. 
14,298 75 from bounty, subsistence, &c. of the 


marine corps, to military stores and quarter mas- 


ters stores for the same corps. 








tne 
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Expenditures—W ar Department. 


The following exhibits the amount of all such sums 
of money as have been drawn for by the secretary 
of war, in virtue ef the appropriation laws of 
1816, from the Ist of October, 1815, to the 30th 
September, 1816, inclusive, 

Pay of the army . 

Subsistence of the army 

Clothing for the army . . ° 

Forage for the army : e ‘ 

Bounties and premiums ‘ 406,°76 3Q 

Contingencies é, ° R 119,889 22 

Ordnance department > . 1,256.627 48 

Indian department - 186,745 93 

Hospital department . 152,511 64 

Fortifications : : ; ‘ 461,178 35 

Quarter master’s department 1,567,471 41 

Pay, subsistence, and forage of rangers 10,331 40 

Arming and equipping militia 35,284 20 

Military academy A “e 54,009 OQ 

Books, &c. for the military academy 


- $5,640,388 07 
3,491,182 69 
263,790 51 
116,000 38 


15.519 30 
Indian annuities 241,997 56 
Pav of the militia 1,070,009 00 
Maps and plans , ‘ ° - 1,200 00 
Act for the relief of Taylor, M‘Neal, 

and others, ‘ : : - 2,580 90 
Act for the relief of William Flood 18,200 00 
Act for the relief of Samuel Minac 12,597 25 
| Appropriation for the payment of da- 

mages sustained by the sinking of 

ships and vessels at the entrance of 

the port of Baltimore - 15,188 50 


Appropriation for carrying into effect 


the treaty with the Cherokee indians 28,6090 00 





$15,097,349 19 





Marine Hospital Establishment. 


and disabled seamen, and the amount expended 
in relation thereto, from the year 1802, to 1815, 
inclusive, as per the report on that subject to the 
house of representatives. 


In the year Moneys collected. Moneys expended. 


1802 109,954 56 250 00 
1803 54,933 21 $1,087 36 
1804 58,210 98 84,027 50 
1805 58,005 98 59,828 41 
18U6 66,820 OL 53,281 93 
1807 61,474 47 65,571 5% 
1808 36,515 44 60,883 14 
18u9 74,192 42 70,901 735 
1810 54,309 31 $6,793 60 
1811 54,586 34 57,109 08 
1812 42,421 46 57,723 11 
1813 21,789 57 53,376 87 
1814 10,280 73 45,226 50 
1815 23,306 16 43,651 55 








Total $731,800 65 719,212 38 
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Education of soldiers’ orphans. 


| fears; for they know that, in battle, the ball that 


, : , eprives xistence, takes from thei, sons 
Sketch of Mr. Robertson’s remarks in the house of deprives them of exis , Wy 


representatives of the United States, Dec. 24. 

Mr. Roberston of Lou. rose to propose an enquiry 
into the expediency of a measure, which, if adopted, 
‘would tend to make the institution for military 
education at West Point more honorable, and 
perhaps more useful to the nation. He did not 
mean to enter at all into the course pursued in 
regard to that academy, either as it respected the 
government or the persons employed: but as thie 
Institution exists, he meant to make a proposition, 
which would render it more creditable to the U. 
States than it is at present, however well managed. 
If youths were to be educated at the public ex- 
pence, Mr. R. said he should like to see some rule 
established by which those should receive this 
privilege whe had some claim to it. He did not 
wish the institution to be filled by the sons of the 
Snfluential and the wealthy only. 


He should greatly prefer a moderate degree of 


education to be equally diffused among all the 
members of the community, to any exeess, in the 


possession of a few: he would rather that every’ 


man in the nation should understand his native 
Janguage, and a few of the necessary rules of 
artithmetic, than that literature, of however high 
degree, should be exelusively possessed by some 
dozens of persons, scattered over the United States. 
It appeared to him, that by establishing institutions 
as now contemplated, we begin at the wrong end 
of societies. The erection of such institutions, 
rather shew the ostentation of the government 
than its benevolence or wisdom—remarks, how- 
ever, which, he said belonged to a question which 
might arise during the session, but was not now be- 
fore the house. 

On reflecting on the question who were best 
entitled to notice from their government, the mind 
was at once struck with the impression, that there 
is one class peculiarly entitled to its justice and 
favor. He alluded to the sons of those who had 
fallen in the servite of their country. Having been 
thus deprived of their parents, they ought to find 
in society a father. If any class was entitled to 


peculiar favor from the country, it was the sons of 


those who had died in the public service, leaving 
to their children the inheritance of their bravery 
and their poverty. It becomes us, said Mr. R. to 
relieve them from the ignorance and immorality, 
which their situation entails on them, stript as 
they are of the essential support which others find 
ijn parents who guide and direct their steps. 1 
cannot bear the idea, said Mr. R. that money should 
be taken from the pockets even of the indigent, to 
educate the sons of men of wealth, especially when 
we find those to whom I have alluded, piming in 


want. I do not know that the sons of the wealthy! 


do fill the academy; I have not inquired; but I hope 
the fact is not so; that such are not nourished from 
the public breast, without attention to the claims 
of others more deserving the public care. Far from 
me, said he, be the desire to establish any privilered 
class in this country; before I would consent to do 
any thing’ so repugnant to my principles, I would 
forego feelings the most dear to me. He did not 
consider the motion ke was about to make us pro- 
posing it; as there was to be no order, no rank, nor 
any thing which could offend the mest rigid xe- 
publican. Nor did he think that we should run 


much risk of inducing fathers to shed their blood. 


too freely for the country, that they might have 
their sons educated by the public; but on the other 
hand, said he, let us take from them -one-of their 


what is dearer to them, all prospects of education 
‘and correct morals. Under these impressions, Mr. 
R. said, he ventured to propose the following resolu- 
tion: 

| Resolved, That the committee on military affairs 
be instructed to enquire into the expediency of 
‘educating in the military school at West-Point the 
sone of all officers, non-commissioned officers and 
‘privates who have fallen in the late war, fighting the 


| 


ibattles of their country. 





| Legislature of Maryland. 


| The following bill has been reported to the 

/s¢nate of this state. 

'AN ACT to alter, change and abolish, all such 
parts of the Constitution and form of govern. 

; ment as establish religious tests as a qualifica- 

_ tion for civil officers. 

Wueneas, it is the indisputable right of all 
mankind to worship Gad in that manner which 
they believe to be most acceptable to him; and 
civil government having no right to restrain of 
coerce the exercise of religious faith, it being of 
‘the essence of all true worship, that it should 
emanate freely and voluntarily from the heart alone, 
without the interference or control of civil jurisdic- 
tion; and the establishment of religious tests, 
operating as an abridgement of the privilege of de- 
votion, being not only an usurpation of the rights of 
man to offer, but of his Creator to receive, the 
devout and pious adoration of the human breast— 
And whereas, the sublime, excellent and benevolent 
principles of the christian religion disclaim the aid 
of the civil authority in working’ out the conversion 
‘of an erring world, its only basis being the assent of 
the human mind, exercising a perfect free-agency; 
and it being sufficient for the purposes of civil 
‘society to restrain and punish any breach of the 
public repose, or disobedience of the civil authority 
when such offences shall actually take piace, without 
inhibiting or impairing the freedom of mere abstract 
speculative opinions—Therefore, 

1. Be it enacted by the general assembly of Mary- 

land, That no declaration of belief in any religious 
system, or subscription of such declaration, shall 
hereafier be required as a qualification for any 
office of profit or trust in the state; and all such 
parts of the Constitution and form of government 
which direct or require such declaration of belief 
in any religious system, or subscription of such 
declaration, be and the same are hereby abolished, 
abrogated and repealed, any thing in the constitution 
or form of government to the contrary notwitbstand- 
ing. 

2. And be it enacted, That if this act shall be 
confirmed by the general assembly, after the next 
election of delegates, in the first session after such 
chew election, as the Constitution and form of go- 
vernment directs, that in such case this act, and 
the alterations and amendments of the Constitution 
and form of government therein contained, shall be 
‘taken and considered, and shall constitute and be 
valid,as part of the sajd Constitution and form of 
government, to all intents and purposes, any thing 
in the sail Constitution and form of government to 
the cqntrary notwithstanding. 





IN SENATE. 

Thursday, Jannary 2.—The subsequent resolu- 
tions, on the nomination of president by a congres- 
sional caucus, were this day laid on the table of the 
senate, by Roger B. Taney, esq. 
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Resolved by the general assembly of Maryland, That stitute is also said to be rapidly sinking into the 
the president of the United States ought to be de-| darkness of legitimacy. The stamp act is evident- 


signated by the free and independent expression of 

the public wil); and that all associations by persons 

in office and authority, to control and overawe the 

public sentiment, by the weight and power of offi- 

cial influence, are contrary to the spirit of the con- 

stitution and dangerous to the liberties of the 
eople. 

Resolved, that the articles of the constitution of 
the United States, which prohibits members of con- 
gress, and persons holding offices under the United 
States, from being electors of president, was intend- 
ed as a barrier against the poisonous effeets of ex- 
ecutive interferei ce in that most important elec- 
tion; as a safeguard to the people against iftrigues 
and combination for confining the office to the mem- 
bers of a powerful political cabal; proves the fore- 
sight of the distinguished men who framed the con- 
stitution; and ought to be observed and executed in 
its true spirit and meaning, as well as in the letter. 

Resolved, That the nomination of a president, by a) 
meeting of members of congress held in the city of} 
Washington, within the immediate reach of exect-' 
tive influence and in the midst of the chief officers! 
of the government, who hold in their hands power| 
that may awe, and gifts that may tempt, is a pal-| 








ly levied for the purpose of stopping the press. 

A poor officer reduced, met, in the Jardin des 
Plantes, one of his comrades as miserable as him- 
self; ““What do you do here?” “I am on a course of 
botany, to teach me how ¢o vevetate. 

NETHERLANDS. 

A vessel has arrived at Boston, from Amsterdam, 
with 120 tons of shot and shells for ballast, purchas- 
ed at a very low rate. 

TURKEY. 

A striking exemplification of the strictness of 
Turkish etiquette is furnished by the accounts from 
Constantinople, respecting the fire at the seraglio. 
It appears that the palace was suffered to burn for 
three hours, without any attempt being made to 
extinguish the flames, it being thought of more im- 
portance that the women, who had fled in confusion 
from their burning apartments into the surrounding 
gardens, (all the avenues to which were in conse- 
quence closed) should be secluded from the gaze 
of the vulgar, than that the progress of the con- 
flagration should be checked. 

CHINA. 

If reports be true, great changes may be expect- 

ed in the policy of China. The Prince of Wales’ 


pable departure from the principles of the constitu-| Island Gazette, notices lord Amherst on his way 
tion; an unwarrantable interference by those whom las ambassador to China; and give us reason to be- 
the constitution forbids us to trust, and thereby | lieve that he 1s proceeding there for most import- 


teaches us to suspect, is calculated to give to the) 
executive an improper and dangerous influence in 
the election: opens the door to corruption and bar- 
gains for the office; and may ultimately give to the 
president the power of naming his successor, and 
rob the people of all but the mere form of election. 

Wherefore, it is resolved by the general assembly of | 
Maryland, That all nominations of president by such 
meetings of members of congres, under whatever 
pretence made, are unjustifiable and full of evil; and 
ought to be openly and steadily opposed, before 
time, and submission on the part of the people, shall 
have sanctioned and confirmed them. 








Foreign Articles. 
ENGLAND, &c. 

A London Courier, of the 16th Nov. has been re- 
ceived at New-York—it is filled with the speeches | 
of the rev. Mr. Parks and Mr. Hunt, at the public! 
meeting at Spa-fields, heretofore noticed. Resolu- 
tions, setting forth the distresses of the country, 
were adopted at this meeting; and a petition recom- | 
mended to the prince regent to redress them, and | 
reform parliament. The meeting generally dispers- | 
ed—but different parties paraded several streets, 
carrying loaves of bread on poles, breaking the| 
windows of the bakers’ shops, robbing the butch- 
ers’ shambles, &c. 

A party of the maddened [rish people, attacked | 
the house of a Mr. Lynch, in the county of An- 





ant purposes. The interior of the country is be- 
lieved to be much disturbed by rebellions. And 
the Malays, knowing the weakness of the Chinese 
marine, have collected in great force at the La- 
drone islands, from whence they depredate on the 
coasts and supply the insurgents with arms and 
ammunition; and that the Chinese, being unable 
to check such proceedings, have called upon the 
English for assistance. If this be the fact, a won- 
derful revolution may be expected. British pro- 
tection is—subjugation, or at least monopoly. 
AFRICA. 

A letter from a distinguished officer of our squa- 
ron in the Mediterranean says—“Algiers shews 
marks of British vengeance, but the dey is a re- 
markable man. He possesses intrepidity, firmness 
of character, and industry, and, with the exception 
of his fleet, is as formidable as ever; and by the 
spring, will be more so. 

WEST INDIES. 

The disease that prevails at Martinique and other 
islands is of a singularly malignant character. None 
attacked with it recover, for a mortification imme- 
diately ensues, so rapid as to defy the power of 
medicine. It is stated that strangers do not take 


ithe disease. 


The house of assembly of Jamaica, on the 2nd 
Dec. last, passed a bill, authorising the payment of 
thirty pounds to Nathaniel Bedford, to defray the fu- 
neral expences of John Reider, the maroon whe 
killed Three Fingered Jack. 





trim, and wilfully burnt it, by which Mr. L. and 


his whole family (of eight persons) perished in| 
the flames! change the religion of his kingdom from the Ro- 


iman Catholic to the Episcopal communion; and 


FRANCE. 
General Lallemand, at the termination of his long 


voyage, was told that a contagious distemper was | 


raging in the port they were about to enter; “shall 
I take you back to France?” said the captain; “Ah 
no,” 
que la clemence.” 

The stamp duty in France is so excessive that 
seven valuable periodical scientific journals and 


replied Lallemand, “Je crains moins la peste! 


HAYTY. 
It is stated to be the intention of Christophe to 


| Prince Saunders, who has the superintendance of an 
jacademy there, is adopting measures for carrying 
his design into execution. 

BRITISH AMERICA. 

A vessel has arrived at Halifax from St. Johns, 
Newfoundland, with 150 passengers, principally 
laborers. They state the distresses of the people 

there to be very great, from the scarcity of provi- 





magazines have been suspended. The National In- 


sions and the wantof employ. It appears that ma- 
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ny emigrants have lately reached Newfoundland— 
“the governor had already engaged vessels to take 
back 800 of these unfortunates to their native coun- 
try.” St. Johns at this time, is said to contain about 
12,000 persons, to supply all which there was on- 
ly 1000 bbls. of flour inthe market. A letter from 
there says, “humanity startles at the scene present- 
ed.” A very considerable part of the distress ex- 
isting at St. Johns, has been caused by an excess of 
emigrants, and nothing but the most spirited mea. 
sures, so it appears, can prevent their actual starva- 
tion. They speak of this overflow; but on the autho- 
rity of the British consul at New-York, give no hope 
to the emigrants of bettering themselves by a re- 
moval to the United States. The people of Hali- 
fax also complain of a redundancy of laborers, and 


Monday, January 13.~—The engrossed bill ree 
specting the office of attorney general, was read the 
third time, passed, and sent to the other house. 

_Mv. Fromentin presented the petition of the le- 
gtslature of Mississippi territory, praying admis- 
sion into the union as an independent state, without 
division. Referred. 

_ Mr. Barbour obtained leave and submitted the 
following resolution, which was read and psssed to 
a second reading : 

Resolved by the senate and house of representatives, 
&c. that the president of the United States be, and 
he is hereby authorised to employ John Trumbull, 
of Connecticut, to compose and exccute a painting 
commemorative of the declaration of independence, 





to be placed, when finished, in the capitol of the 


anticipate much misery and suffering during the! United States. 


winter. 
Seo ANISIT AMERICA.’ 


The governor of Havana is said to have offered a 
large reward for the head of general Mina—the 
plan laid to assassinate him having failed—the /egi- 
timate appears to have been discovered, and hung at 
the yard arm. 

NAPLES. 

The Newport Mercury contains the following in- 
formation received by the Chauncey. 

‘We learn that Mr. Pinkney lefi Naples the be- 


_Mr. Barbour also laid on the table a resolution 
directing the secretary of war to procure copies of 
the existing militia laws of the cifferent states, as 
well us correct reports of the number and organiza- 
tion of their militia; to be laid before the senate at 
their next session. 

_ Wednesday, January 15.—Mr. Barbour’s resolus 
tion to authorise the president of the United S: ites 
to employ colonel Trumbutl to design and execute 


{ ~ . e ‘ > 
u% painting’ commemorative of the declaration of 


independence, was taken up; and, 
On motion of Mr. Guldshorough, the resolution 





ginning of October for Russia—and that he had not 
been able to succeed in the object of his mission.— 


‘Was referred to a select committee, consisting of 


The demands of our government having been refer-| Messrs. Barbour, Goldsborough and King, with 
red, by the king of Naples, to the decision of the allied} \istructions to confer with colonel Trumbull, for 


sovereigns” 
ee 


CONGRESS. 
SENATE, 

Friday, Januar, 9.—Mr. Morrow, from the com- 
mittee to whom the subject was referred, made a 
report, (see page 339,) introducing the following 
xesolution : 

Resolved, That an appropriation be made by law, 
to enable the president of the United States to ne- 
gociate treaties with the indian tribes, which trea- 
ties shall have for their object an exchange of ter. 
ritory owned by any tribe resiling cast of the Mis- 
sissippi, for other land west of that river. 

The report and resolve were read. 

The bill, requiring the directors of the bank of 
the United States to establish an office of dliscount 
and deposit in the district of Columbia, was read a 
third time, passed, and sent to the other house for 
their concurrence. 

he library bill was read a third time, passed, 
and sent to the other house. It appropriates 1506 
dollars, annually, for adding to the congressional 
library. 

Fridcy, January 10.—A communication was read 
from the secretary of the treasury, transmitting, in 
compliance with the instructions of the senate, in- 
formation relative to the administration of the fund 
astablishment for the relief of sick and disabled 
seamen. [t appears that notwithstanding the cir- 
cumstances of the country for several years back, 
inauspicious to that fund, it has been more than 
equal to meet the demands on it. (See page 345 ) 

‘the bill to create a new executive (home) de- 
partment was taken up. Mr. Stanford explained its 
object, anc Mr. King spoke against it. Postponed 
until Wednesday next. 

The senate then proceeded to a consideration of 
the bill respecting the attorney general. This pro- 
duced an argument; and the bill being amended by 


ithe purpose of selecting two other scenes of the 


‘revolution, as the subjects of two other paintings, 
to be by him executed. 
Phe report of the committee declaring it in expe- 


masters was taken up and agreed to. 





The bill to authorise the selling of certain lands, 
the property of the United States, in the city of 
Washington, was passed. : 

The bill to establish a new executive (home) de- 
p.rement, and fur other purposes was on motion of 
M re Sunford, postponed until to morrow; and 

fine senate then procee.jed to the considevation 
of executive business and so continued until their 
adjournment, 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday, Tan. 10.—[The detail of this day’s busi- 
ness 1s long, but not very interesting—1 considera- 
ble time was occupied on the subject of authoris- 
ing a devise of bounty lands, for which a bill was 
ordered to be reported.] 

Mr. Calhoun, from the committee on the nation- 
al currency, to whom was referred a resolution, 
directing ‘hem to enquire whether the directors of 
the United States bank have adopted any arrange- 
ments by which the specie portion of the second in- 
stalment can be evaded or postponed—made a re- 
port. 

The report states, that the committee had, in 
prosecuting the enquiry committed to them, ap- 
plied for information to the hon. James Lloyd, now 
in Washington, aydirector of the bank, from whom 
they received a written reply, which accompanies 
the report. [Mr. Lloyd’s letter embraces a general 
view of the proceedings of the bank on the sub- 
ject in question, and his comments thereon, dis- 
closing the resolution adopted by the bank to grant 
discounts on deposits of stock, and stating that the 
regulation was adopted to ensure, as in his opinion 
it would ensure, the payment of the specie portion 





striking out the section allowing him a clerk, was | 
ardered to be engrossed for a third reading. 


of the second instalment to a greater extent than 
would otherwise have been made, and ef course 


(lient to merease the pay of the regimental pay-_ 
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fHbtdding the supposition that the bank had done 
any thing to permit the evasion or postponement of 
the second specie payment.} The committee con- 
clude their report with a recommendation that they 
be discharged from the furthér consideration of 
the subject. 


After some conversation on the subject, the reso- 
lution was so modified by the mover as to “direct 
the secretary of war to communicate to the house 
the number of officers and privates composing the 
Whole military establishment in the service of the 
United States, particularising the strength of each 











Mr. Forsuth, observed, the report and docu- 
ments were of so singular a character, that he! 
could not, for one, pretend to decide on them on | 
merely hearing them read through, and moved that | 
thev lie on the table and be printed. , | 

After some conversation between Messrs. Cal-_ 
houn, Forsyth and Pitkin, on the nature of the. 
evidence adduced by the committee, &c. the mo- | 
tion for printing was agreed to. 

Mr. Cannon laid on the table the following reso- | 
lution: 

“ Resolved, that it is expedient to reduce the ar-| 
mv of the United States.” 

‘The house then, on motion of Mr. Lowndes, went 
into committee of the whole, Mr. Jackson in the) 
chair, on the bill making a partial appropriation (in 
blank of course) for the subsistence of the army 
during the vear 1817. 

The reason staicd by the committee of ways and 
means for reporting this bill at present, was, that, 
it being usual to advance a certain sum to contrac- 
tors for rations, it was necessary to make a partial 
appropriation, for facilitating the contracts about 
going into operation. 

The blank was filled up with 400,000 dollars. 

Mr. Clay spoke of the great expenditure requir- 
ed by the military department, which this year 
would probably exceed six millions, and wished a 
scrutiny of it should take place. Several other 
gentleman spoke onthe subject. Mr. Randolph 
said that the army expences amounted to 900 dol- 





Jars per man, and in the navy to nearly 1000. Mr. | 
swowndes corrected him by shewing that the cost 
for each nan had not exceeded 400 dollars. The} 
bill was ordered to a third reading. 

The house then resumed the consideration of the 
unfinished business of yesterday, being the bill to} 
anicnd the act to make payment for lost property, | 
&c. Mr. Ingham’s motion to amend the bill by in-| 
serting a new section, declaring that the 9ih see- 
tion should not be construed to extend to houses 
occupied by the military forces of the Unated 
States, except the same shall have been occupied 
by authority of an officer or agent of the United | 
States, as a place of deposit for munitions of war 
—being still under consideration, 

After some remarks from Mr. J/arrison, in oppo- 
sition to the motion, 





‘corps and regiment,” and in that form agreed to. 


Mr. Juckson, of Va. offered the following resolu- 
tions: 

Resolved, That the committee on roads and canals 
be instructed to enquire into the expediency of 
providing by law for making an artificial road from 
Washington, in Pennsylvania, through Charlestown, 
on the Ohio river, to the river Sandusky, at or near 
Fort Stephenson. — 

Resolved, That the same committee be further 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of appro- 
priating that part of the net proceeds of monies 
arising from the sale of land in the state of Indiana, 
which, by contract with that state, is set apart for 
opening roads, to making an artificial road from 
Winchester, in Virginia, to the Olio river, at or near 
the mouth of Muskingum river, and from thence by 
or near Chilicothe, on the Scioto river, to the said 
state of Indiana. 

The resolves were agreed to. 

Mr. Pickens submitted for consideration the fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Resolved, That the committee on roads and canals 
be instructed to enquire into the expediency of pro- 
viding by law for the making of surveys and levels 
for several of the most practici.ble points of com- 
munication between ‘fennessee river and those of 
Cuosa and Tombigbee rivers, and of the shoals and 
falls of the two last mentioned rivers. 

Mr Johnson, from the military committee report- 
ed a bill to amend the act making further provision 
for military services during the late war, and for 
other purposes; which was read and committed. 

‘The engrossed bill making a partial appropriation 
for the support of the military establishments of the 
United States, was read a third time and passed, and 
sent to the senate. 

The engrossed bill to amend the act authorizing 
payment of property lost captured or destroyed in 
the military service of the United States, was read 
a third time; and after some objections by Mr. 
Wright to its details, to which Mr. Yancey replied, 
the bill was passed and sent to the senate for con- 
currence. 

The bill supplementary to the act to encourage 
vaccination was, on its final passage, rejecte¢—For 


| it 57, against it 88. 


Fhe rest of the day was spent in discussing the 


The question was taken, and the amendment, further report of the committee of elections on the 


alopted—ayes 81, nocs 50. 
After some small alterations the bill was ordered | 
for a third reading. | 
Several bills from the senate were read. 


contested election of Mr. Scott, delegate from Mis- 


soust. No decision was had. 
Mondar, Jan. 13.—Mr. Chappell, made a report 


|unfavorable to the petition of John Patilding, (one 


Saturday, Jan. 11.—Mr. ‘7°. M. Nelson reported aj of the citizens who captured the British Adjutant 
bill authorising the commutation of soldiers’ bounty | general major Andre, during the late revolutionary 


land. 


war,) who prays for an increase of the pension 


Mr. Brooks, from the committee on the subject, | allowed to him by the government in consequence 


made a report, accompanied with a bill to amend 
the act granting bounties in land and extra pay to 
certain Canadian volunteers, passed at the last ses- 
Sion. 

Mr. Hammond, of N. Y. offered for consideration 
the following resoiution: 

Resolved, That the secretary of war be directed 
to state to the house the number of the oilicers and 
privates belonging to the several corps of artillery 
(including the light artillery) infantry and riflemen 





fow in the service of the Wuited States 


of that service. 

A debate of no little interest arose on this queg- 
tion, the early part of which our reporter did not 
hear. 

Mr. JWright, moved to reverse the report of the 
committee, and to declare that the prayer of the 
petitioner ought to be granted. 

The report was opposed by Messrs. Wright, 
Smith, of Md. Gold, Forsyth, Robertson and Sharp, 
on the ground of the importance of the services of 


‘this persen and kts campaniens, the magnitude wf- 
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the virtue they displayed, and the justice of making 
such an addition to the pension allowed to them, 
as shouid keep pace with the depreciation of mo- 
ney since the amount of that pension was esta- 
blished. The report was supported by Messrs. 
Chappell, Jewitt, Tallmadge, and Pickering, on 
the injustice of legislating on a single case of 
pension for services, which were in fact, though 
important, but the common duty of every citizen, 
and in which no disability was incurred; whilst 
there were many survivors of the revolution, whom 
the favor of the government had not distinguished, 
and who are languishing in obscurity and want, to 
whom no relief had been or would be extended. 

What gave interest principally to the debate, was 
the disclosure by Mr. Tallmadge of Connecticut (an 
officer at the time, and commanding the advance 
guard when major Andre was brought in) of his 
view of the merit of this transaction, with which 
history and the records of the country have made 
every mun familiar. The value of the service he 
did not deny, but, on the authority of the declara- 
tions of major Andre (made whil€ in the custody 
of col. Vallmadge) he gave it as his opinion that, 
if major Andre could have given to these men the 
amount they demanded for his release, he never 
would have been hung for a spy, nor in captivity 
on that occasion. Mr T’s. statement was minutely 
circumstantiai, and given with expressions of his 
individual confidence in its correctness. Among 
other circumstances, he stated, that when major 
Andre’s boots were taken off by them, it was to 
search for plunder, and not to detect treason.— 
These persons indeed, he said, were of that class 
of people who passed between both armies, as often 
in one camp as the other, and whom, he said, if he 
had met with them, he should probably have as 
soon have apprehended as maior Andre, as he had 
always made it a rule to do with these suspicious 
persons. The conclusion to be drawn from the 
whole of Mr. ‘Talimadge’s statement, of which 
this is a brief abstract, was, that these persons 
had brought in major Andre, only because they 
should probably get more for his apprehension than 
for his release. 

This statement was received with surprize and 
incredulity, as to major Andre’s correctness, by 
the gentlemen on other side of this question. It 
was very extraordinary, it was said, that at a day 
so much nearer the transaction than the present, 
there had existed no doubt on the subject, and 
congress as a mark of public gratitude for their 
bonorable conduct on this important occasion, 
settled on these persons pension for life. The 
testimony was strongly stated by one of the gentle- 
men (gen. Smith) to major Andre’s high character 
and honer, it was impossible, it was suid, that the 
character and conduct of the men should have been 
us this day respresented, yet so differently depicted. 
The statement of major Ander, subject as it must 
have been to be discolored by misapprehensions of 
the character and motives of Americans, among 
whom patriotism pervades every rank in life, it was 
urged, ought to have no weight, indeed it ought 
not to have been mentioned in competition with 
facts on record and established by full investiga- 
tion, during the lifetime of general Washington, 
who certainly knew all the circumstances of the 
transaction. 

Though this topic made a prominent figure in the 


‘debate, it is perhaps proper to say, that the question 


was decided on the ground taken in the report, and 
above stated as having been urged in debate in favor 
of it. 


| A motion was made by Mr. Forsyth (and lost) to 
postpone the report to give further time to examine 
the correctness of the extraordinary view of the 
subject, which had been presented by Mr. Tall- 
madge. 

It was moved to amend the resolution, .so as to 
direct the committee to report a bill for increasing 
the compensation of the other two of the captors 
of major Andre, yet surviving, as well as of the peti- 
tioner, which motion was negatived. 

The question on the reversing the report of the 
committee was decided in the negative, ayes 53, 
noes 80. or 90. 

Mr. Little, having made an unsuccessful motion 
to postpone the further consideration of the report, 
in the hope that « full examination would be made 
of the question to day as to the merits of these men, 
whom history described as pure and incorruptible 
patriots, and whom he fully believed to have been 
SOo— 

The report was agreed to. 

Mr. Johison of Ky. reported a bill to authorize 
the establishinent of a national armory for the man- 
ufacture of small arms. 

The house then resumed the consideration of the 
contested election ofdelegate for Missouri territory. 

The matter was at length thus decided—the elec- 
tion was declared illegal and the seat vacant—but a 
new election was not ordered. 

Mr. Lowndes, from the committee of ways and 
means, delivered in a report on the subject of the 
finances and sinking fund, accompanied by a bill “to 
provide for the redemption of the public debt,” anda 
bill **to repeal so much of any acts now in force as 
authorises a loan of money or an issue of treasury 
notes.” 

Mr. Forsyth, from the committee on foreign rela- 
tions, reported “a bill to prevent citizens of the 
United States from selling vessels of war to the 
citizens or subjects of any foreign power, and more 
effectually to prevent the arming and equipping 
vessels of war in the ports of the United States, 
intended to be used against nations in amity with 
the United States.” 

Mr. Pickering gave notice that he would, on to- 
morrow, ask leave to bring in a bill further to re- 
gulate the territories of the United States, and their 
electing delegates to congress. 

Mr. Forsyth introduced the following resolution 
for consideration, without preface. 

dtesolved by the senate and house of representa- 
tives of the United States of America in congress as- 
sembled, That the arrangement made by the presi- 
dent and directors of the bank of the United States, 
under which the notes of the stockholders, secured 
by deposit of 6 per cent. stock of the United States, 
are reccived in place of the specie required to be 
paid as a part of the second imstalment, is an 
unwarraniable extension of the corporate powers 
of that body, and that the secretary of the depart- 
ment of the weasury be, and he 1s liereby directed 
to withhold the deposits of the government from the 
said bank, until the proporuon of specie required, 
as Dart of the second instalment, is actually paid, 
according to the true intent and meaning of tHe act 
of incorporation. 

Resolved by the senate and house of representatives, 
éc. That the discouni of any note, or the loan of mo- 
ney by the bank of the United States, to individuals, 
on the credit of the funded debt of the U. Siies, 
either transferred to the bank or to any of its offi- 
cers, or deposited with an authority to sell the same, 
for the payment of the debt coniracted, is a ma- 
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article of the constitution of the said bank, and is 
¢ontrary to the spirit of the 5th section of the act 


Baltimore, John Bohlen, Thomas Leiper, John Sa- 
vage, Guy Bryan, John Goddard, John Donnell, 


of incorporation; and that the secretary of the de-| Baltimore, Jumes C. Fisher, Richard Cutjs, Wash- 


partment of the treasury be, and he is hereby di- 
rected, whenever he shall hereafter ascertain, that 
any discount of notes or loan of money has been 
made on such security, to proceed forthwith to 
withdraw from the said bank the deposits of the 
government, and that it shail be his duty to give 
information thereot to congress during the first 
week of its succeeding session. , 

The resolution being in the form of a joint resolu- 
tion, received its first and second reading, and was 
referred to a committee of the whole. 

COMPENSATION LAW. 

The house proceeded to the order of the day on 
the bill to repeal the compensation law, so called, 
and substitute therefor a per diem allowance, and 

The bill having been read, in committee of the 
whole, Mr. Breckenridge, in the chair. 

A debate on the bill arose, which had not ended 
at the usual hour of adjournment; when the com- 
mittee rose, reported progress, and obtained leave 
to sit again. 

Wednesday, Jan. 15.—Mr. Pickering moved for 
leave to bring in a bill further to regulate the ter- 
ritories, and the electing delegates to congress— 
The motion, with the bill, was referred, and after- 
wards twice read and committed. 


ney general of the United States, was twice read 
aad committed. 

The house resumed the consideration of the bill 
to repeal the act changing the mode of compensa 
tion of the senators, representatives and delegates 
iN congress. 

After three or four hours further debate, the 
question was put on filling the blank (for the future 
daily compensation of the members) with nine dol- 
bars, and negatived. 

The question was taken on filling the blank with 
eight dollars, and negatived as follows: 

For the motion, 60 
Against it, 98 

The questien was thén taken on filling the blank 
with six dollars (the old compensation) and decid- 
ed in the affirmative, by the following vote: 

For the motien, 84. 
Againstt, 74 

So it wasy determined by the committee (subject 
to the revision of the house) that the compensation 
be reduced to its old rate of six dollars per day. 

Some other améndments were propased, adopted 
or rejected. 

A motion was made to amend the bill by striking 


out the whole bill, and inserting in lieu thereof, two! 


sections, the one absolutely and simply repealing 
the compensation law; the other requiring that there 
shall be deducted from the amountreceived by each 
member during the past and present scssions of con- 
ress, all the amount over and above wiat he would 
have received under the old compensation of six 
dollars per day. 

Before this question was decided the committee 
rose, reported progress, aml obtained leave lo sit 
again. 

And the house adjourned. 


CHRONICLE. 


United States’ bunk.—Directors chosen for the 
ensuing twelve months, at Philadelphia, on the 8th 
iast. The names of new directors in ttalics:—Rvo- 
bert Ralston, Chandter Prige,; Dennis A. Smith, 


, ington, James Lloyd, Boston, Samuel 


p etherill, 
Thomas M’Euen, Thomas M. Willing, Cadwallader 
Evans, jr. John Connelly, John Bolton, Savannah, 
Isaac Lawrence, New-York, Manuel Eyre. 


Delaware.—A state tax is levied in Delaware. In 
1815 the several counties wert valued as follows. 





New Castle 42,799,747 
Kent 3,240,667 
Sussex 1,996,471 

$8,036,885 


But the state tax was thus levied— 


On New Castle 9,771 11 
Kent 3,564 73 
Sussex 3,593 65 





$16,929 29 


Thus New Oastle county, valued at about one 
third, ts made to pay about three fifths of all the 
tux of the state. ‘The procedure has made a great 
stir in Delaware. 


A resolution granting 36,000 dollars to the Bal- 
timore hospital, has passed the house of delegates 
of the state of Maryland. 





The bill from the senate, concerning the attor- | General Gaines has been complimented with a 


public dinmer at Richmond. 


A letter to the editor, from Detrvit, complains 
| that all the disbursements of government there are 
made in Ohio bank paper; and that, as the trade of 
the territory is with \ew- York,it operates as a draw- 
back on the amount received equal to 20 or 25 per 
cent. This is a case of peculiar hardship. 

The electors ef president and vice president in 
| Indiana, have voted for Monroe and Tompkins. 
| Gen. Ripley has arrived at New-Orleans, and was 
received with a salute from Fort St. Charles. 

Governeur Howe Brown, aged about 12 years, the 
oldest son of major-gen. Brown, was drowned on 
the 21st ult. in the Black River, at Brownsville. He 
had been amusing himself with skaiting, and broke 
through the ice. Hs uncle, judge Brown, in at- 
tempting to rescue him, nearly lost his own life. 

Dr. Dwight, president of Yale college, Con. and 
Dv. Backus, principal of Hamilton college, N. Y. 
have recently died. 

Cadet Lowe, a young gentleman of 19, was killed 
at West-Point, on the Ist instant, by the discharge 
of a cannon, while in the act of ramming down the 
cartridge. This is the second accident of the kind 
that has occurred at the military academy. 
| A boxer was lately killed in fightin for the amuse-' 
iment of a polished circle in Engiand. 
| Certain resolutions, introduced by Dr. Leib into 
j wie louse of representatives of Pennsylvania, to re- 
{duce the salaries of the governor and some other 
officers, were negatived on the 9th instant. 











The late harvest—it is remarked that the harvests 
of the United States failed for want of rain, and 
that those of Great Britain were lost by a six-weeks- 
frain, at about’ the time when the grain should have 


‘ 


| ripened. 





| Bankrupt law.—The merchants in several of our 
cities are petitioning congress to pass an uniform 
system of bankruptcy. 

Specie.—On the 25d of November, 180,000 dol- 
lars in specic, were landed and deposited in the 
Louisiana bank. 
| Gun powder. Some of the New York. paptrs 
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mention, with alarm, the deposit of 600,vU0 lbs.) becoming cultivators with large stocks of cattle 
weight of gun powder at the Wallabout. and negroes, &c. 

Ohio. Election for governor—for T. Worthing-} The Missouri Gazette speaks of the intollerablé 
ton, re-elected 22,934; for Mr. Dunlap 6695—No | insolence of the Sac indians—plundering and depre- 
returns from Ross and Belmont counties. dating on the people. Four loway indians have re- 

SOUTH, CAROLINA FREE scuvots.—A return was cently been committed to prison as horse thieves: 
made to the legislature at its late session, (inare-| Jndiana.—The salaries of the officers of the gos 
port of a committee on the subject) from 18 dis-| vernment as established by law, are— 
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tricts or parishes, by which it appeared that 3328 Governor, per annum 1,690 
children were receiving the benefits of education, | Secretary of state 400 
through the liberality of the state, the cost for each | Auditor of state 400 
averaging $8 per annum. “This instituuon 1s yet mn Treasurer of state 400 
its infancy, but the legislature seems determined Judges of the supreme court 700 
to persevere in the good work, and raise it to man- Judges of the circuit court 700 


hood. The returns for many districts and parishes 
were not received : Important project.—A company in the stute of New 

Naval.—The United States’ squadron in the Me-} York, incorporated “for the purpose of effecting a 
diterranean consists of the Washington, 74; Java,, boat navigation between the Seneca luke and the 
44; United States, 44; Constellation, 58; Ontario, | Susquehanna river,” have laid a memorial beforc 
18; Erie, 18; Peacock, 18; Spark, 14; Hornet, i2;|the government of Pennsylvania, soliciting its aid 
which, when together, constitutes the greatest; and patronage in a work so deeply affecting the 
force, we believe, ever collected under ‘“dits of! interests of the latter state. The completion of 


Members of the legislature, per day 2 





striped bunting.” 

The efficiency of this squadron is universally ad- 
mired, and it is treated every where with respect. 
It affords, perhaps, the best scoot in the worid for 
the acquirement of nautical knowledge; and as such 
is of inestimable vaiue to our country. 

Congress frigate —By a vessel arrived from the; 
Havana, we learn that the Spanish ship Young! 
Wasp had arrived there, and reported that she had | 
spoken the Congress in the bay of Mexico, and| 
was treated politely. 

Franklin 74.—We suspect there is a great error) 








this work, with that now going on between Seneca 
and Ontario, would opena boat navigation from the 
great lake. to the Chesapeake. 

Boston, Junuary 4.—The interest on the United 
States’ stocks, cue at the commencement of the 
present year, at the loan office in this town, the 
public will be happy to learn, has been paid in 
Boston money 

Richmond, Jan. 8.—Yesterday, after some dis~ 
cussion, the senate rejected, by a majority of one, 


ithe resolution requesting the executive and instruct - 


ing the treasurer to exclude from the directory of 


n the number of men spoken of as the compiement| the existing banks such persons as they have cause 
for this ship, in a paragraph inadvertently inserted | to suspect of “committing, directly or indirectly, 


in a former paper. 
plement ts said to be 661, men and boys. 

From New-Orleans —By a vessel that left New-! 
Orleans on the 2Uth ult. we learn that U. S. lugyer, | 
Bull-Dog, with com. Patterson on board, who had | 


Instead of 1100—her fuli com- usurious practices.” 








A new Musical Instrument. 


Mr. Peasly, an ingenious mechanician in Middtes 


been in pursuit of the Carthagenian privateer which! street, Boston, has lately invented a musical instru- 
eapiured two Spanish vessels at the mouth of the| ment of different construction, we believe, from 


Mississippi, had returned, unsuccessful. ‘he Con- 
gress frigate, with the brig Tom Bowline, had sail 
ed, as was supposed, for Matagorda, to demand the 
restitution of the vessels captured by the privateer. 

170 sail of square-rigged vessels were waiting at 
Wew-Orleans for freights, and 60 or 70 more were 
met in the river bound up. 

Com. Barney.—The members of the legislature 
ef Kentucky gave com. Barney a public dinner at 
Frankfort, on the 30th ult. 
entertamment, given by the citizens of the place, on 
the 26th. He has been much honored in the west- 
ern country. 

A grey Eagle was lately killed in Montgomery 
county, Pennsylvania. tiis wings, extended, mea- 
sured seven feet one ineh and a half between the 
two extremities, and his weight was eight pounds 
four ounces. 


Munificence The state of Pennsylvania has pre- 


sented the sum of 5000 dollars for the extension of 


the hospital at New-Orleans, and appropriated the 
further sum of 500 dollars a year for 10 years, 
for the relief of such Pennsylvanians as may hap- 
pen to labor under the pressure of disease and po- 
verty at that place. 

Indiuns. Yhe Cherokee and Osages have settled 


there disputes about trespasses or hunting grounds 
—the latter having ceded to the former a consid- 
erable tract of country, subject to the approbation 
ef the United States. The Cherokees are rapidly 


He also partook of an) 


any Which has been produced among all the novel cu- 
riosilies of the musical artificers. It resembies the 
organ, so far as it is supplied by wind from a beilows, 
und is played upon by a regular set of keys, but 
the sound is produced upon the principle of the vi- 
bration of the spring, and in this respect differs 
from all other musical instruments, except the hum- 
ible Jews harp. The interior construction is ex- 





)tremely simple, a long brass plate is preforated 


with a gradation of orifices, of a rectangular form 
which extend from one end to the other. Immedi- 
ately over each of these holes, an elastic or vibrat- 
ing tongue is firmly placed, by means of a screw 
at one end, like the Jews harp. The bellows be. 
low creates a wind, which rushing through these 
| cavities produces the vibration upon the spring. 
The principles which govern the vibration in this 
case are the same as those which apply to the 
pendulum; so that the quickness of vibra.ion in 
the present instance is in the inverse proportion 
of the length of the spring. A spring, therefore, 
'which is an octavo higher than another will neces- 
}sarily vibrate with twice its rapidity. ‘This simple 
principle being pursued, the inventor has produced 
an instrument of much value to the musical pro- 
fessor. The machanician having proved his princi- 
ple is now. constructing an instrument upon a jat'- 
ger scale, which will not be subjected to the incon- 
venience, which the clumsiness of a first attempt has 
,obviously occasioned.—-Bosion Prtelligences: 











